BABYLONIAN AND ASSYRIAN RELIGION

misdeeds, Istar was naturally angry, and, ascend-
ing to heaven, complained to her father Anu and
her mother Anatu, the result being, that a divine
bull was sent against Gilgames and Enki-du, his
friend and helper. The bull, however, was killed,
and a portion of the animal having been cut off,
Enki-du threw it at the goddess, saying at the
same time that, if he could only get hold of her,
he would treat her similarly. Apparently Istar
recognised that there was nothing further to be
done in the matter, so, gathering the hand-
maidens, pleasure-women and whores, in their
presence she wept over the portion of the divine
bull which had been thrown at her.

The worship of Istar, she being the goddess of
love and war, was considerably more popular than
that of her spouse, Tammuz, who, as among the
western Semitic nations, was adored rather by
the women than the men. Her worship was in
all probability of equal antiquity, and branched
out, so to say, in several directions, as may be
judged by her many names, each of which had
a tendency to become a distinct personality.
Thus the syllabaries give the character which
represents her name as having also been pro-
nounced Innanna (see the line numbered 12 on
p. 48), Ennen, and Nin, whilst a not uncommon
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